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PO, Box 2504, Station [, Ottawa, ON KI1F SWi | phone 813 234-6077 | fax 613 234-550

’ \ Association email sca@archivislacs  wwasnchiviitsca
of Canadian
Archivists

His Excellency Dr. Laszlé Pordany Febmary 24, 2011
Ambassador of the Eepublic of HlmEan,

299 Waverley Strest

Otarwra, O E2P OVO

Dear Dr. Pordany:

I am writing you on behalf of the Association of Canadian Archivists (ACA) to express our deep concem
with the Himganan government’s decision to mfroduce legislation that would permit the removal and
destruction of Hungarian commmmist secret police, interior nunistry, and state security files currently held
at the Historical Archives of the Hungarian State Security in Budapest.

Established m 1973, the ACA 1s a national professional organization that represents English-speaking
archivists in Canada. Archivists have a professional obligation to preserve authentic and reliable records
for evidentiary and historical purposes. As archivists, we strongly believe that archives are the foumdation
of democracy, social justice, and social memory.

We reject the notion that a democratic state cannot "preserve the immoral documents of an inmeoral
regime”. On the confrary, records that provide evidence of imjustices hold accountable those responsible for
abuses of trust and power. Archival records provide evidence documenting the actions of public leaders
and protecting the rights of all citizens. As Canadian archivist Temry Cook states, archival records have
allowed “citizens to seek justice In nghting past wrongs, from abonginal displacements to war crimes,

from medical neglect to ethnic discrimination ™ Femoving documents from the Histoneal Archives of the
Hungaran State Secunty because they are deemed to have been created by “immoral” authenties would
only weaken Hungarians® ability to hold those officials accountable and would thus undermine a
fundamental pillar of democracy.

Further. we strongly believe that de-accessioning these ureplaceable documents would impovernsh
Hungary's archival heritage. It would indermume our ability to know and understand an mmportant aspect
Humgary’s past. Preserving the Hunganan commumst secret police, nterior nunistry, and state security
files supports an accurate account of the past and ensures that collective amnesia does not prevail.

The Association of Canadian Archivists believes that the Hungarian commmmist secret police, inferior
mumistry, and state security files currently held at the Historical Archives of the Himganan State Secunty
have endurng value as reliable memones of the past. We urge the govermment of Humgary to take all steps
consistent with professional archival practice to preserve these unique and important records. Anything less
15 an abdication of your government’s responsibility to uphold democratic values and to preserve and to
protect Hungary’s collective memory.

Yours Sincerely,

AP pulmal

Loryl MacDonald, President
Association of Canadian Archivists



Association for Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies

23 February 2011

Georgy Szapary, Ambassador
Embassy of Hungary
‘Washington, DC

Dear Ambassador Szapary:

I wmite on behalf of ASEEES, the Association for Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Stdies.
We are the largest international professional association of scholars of the formerly socialist
bloc, with just imder three thousand members.

I joined with many of my colleagues i being startled by pending legislation before the
Hungarian parliament that would withdraw the assurance of preservation of archives from, and
relating to, the socialist period. However dim a view one might take of socialist mle in eastern
Europe, I know of no one who would not insist on the careful preservation of its archival legacy,
as required for best understanding this mfluential histonieal epoch.

Such legislation also challenges what has been the remarkable | tireless work of Hungarian
archivists over the past twenty years. They have earned the extraordinary admiration of
Hungarian and foreign scholars alike for their serupulous cataloguing of papers from the socialist
period, thanks to the country s new intellectnal freedoms. They managed to do this in periods of
relative privation, for the pood of the country, and for the good of scholarship more broadly.

The association very mmch urges Hunganan legislators to support this crueial historical database.
With kind regards,

Blyaat™
Bruce Grant

President, ASEEES
Professor, New York University
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